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ROBINSON FAMCUS SHOWS (1914) - Continued 


Outstanding feature of the b1.; show was the Famous Nelson Family of 
Acrobats, six people. This act did not join until show entered into 
Canada. They performed on the centre stage. Paul Nelson of the Cole 
Bros, Circus was the juvenile member of the troupe. One of the girls 
Estrella Nelson is now Mrs. Zack Terrell. In later years this troupe 
was with John Robinson, Sells Floto and Ringling~Barnum circuses. 
Clara Miller and Grace Thomas were the two esquestriennes doing the 
usual feats in a most artistic manner with beautiful horses. 


Laurette Sisters who were from Montreal, Canada and joined in Canada 
did aerial butterfly act and another aerial display. Ed. Millette and 
son Harry did their head balancing acts on trapeze. They were experts 
at this and appeared with other big shows later. DeMarcy, assisted 

by his wife had several large chimpanzees that performed on the stage 
doing some clever stunts including riding high bicycles of various 
types. Birdie Martino did rolling glove and juggling also was a slack 
wire performer. Al. Miaco, an old-timer was producing clown, having 
been with Ringling Bros., and the Forepaugh-Sells Shows. 


The two LeMars, Walter Goodenough, and Joe Bell were among the clown&» 
Others I have forgotten, Joe Fuentes a Mexican as an impersonator got 
a lot of laughs on the track before each performance also was in the 
wild west in girl costume as a fanoy and trick rider. Circus had some 
nice menage horses with ten or more lady and nt riders. Archie Dun- 
lap and another trainer worked the elephants in both rings. There was 
an aerial bar act whose names have slipped my mind. 


Dick Williams did the old-time mule hurdle dressed as a Dutchman with 
bells on mules neck. He also clowned., The writer knew him with the 
Dode Fisk Great Combined Shows. There was a clown band, Frank Miller'e 
handsome sorrell horse with cream-colored mane and tail and lted 

hoofs attracted much attention in the menage number. Did the cake-walk 
to perfection to the strains of "Coon Bend Contest" down the hippodrome 
track, 


The after show concert was strictly wild west with Hank Linton in charge 
The writer met him last Spri with the Cole Show and is still going 
strong. Hanry Boogs, wife and daughte1 >, were others in the 
wild west concerte The others I have tte The circus gave 
parades having several nice table jagons ai ies, and all sleek 
bageage stock. There was not an air calligyeused with the big show 
band, but there was the old time stear liicpe in parade. 


The route of the Robinson Famous Shows from Montgomery, Ala., took it 
north through Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohi Pennas and West 
Virginia. First stand in New York State was Jamestown, one June lst 
followed by Gowanda and Niagara Falls. Circus went into Canada June 
uth at St. Catharines, Ont, Twenty-four towns played in that Provinoe 
including Cochrane and South Porcupine, whivh are on the northern 
limits of the old Toronto and Northern Ontario Railway (277 mile jump 
to Cochrane) 1 stand in Quebec was July 2nd at St. Jerome followed 
by Jolliette, ¢ 1a Mere, Quebec, St. anne De Laperade, Three Rivers, 
Terre Bonne, Ls te 2issoneuve, Montreal (2 days) Magog, St. Hyac- 
inthe, Sorel, Nicolet, Montmagny, Riviere Du Loup. All to satisfact— 
ory businesse Then into New Brunswick for six etands. 


First stop in Nova Scotia was July 28th at amhurst and followed by 
Truro, Windsor, Halifax, New Glasgow, Sydney, North Sydney, Antigonish, 
Pictou and Oxford. Show came back ain to New Bpunswick at Moncton 
August 8th. On Monday 10th circus was at St. John, N.B. These last 
two names, fine business, 


August 1lth was a day enroute as show laid over in Mattawamkeag, Maine, 
a village on the banks of a rocky river where the cook tent was erected 
two meals served and all animals fed and watered. Bangor was played 
leth. Nice business here, and Gardiner followed, Route then took 

show through New Hamoshire, Vermor New York, Penna, Delaware, Mary- 
land, West Virginia and Ohio, 4ix towns played in Virginia, eleven 

in North Carolina and two in South Carolina, October 28th into Georgia 
for six stands, 
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ROBINSON FAMOUS SHOWS (1914) - Continued. 
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CIRCUS SsLES by | R ; 

1902 Jan. 8 at Algiers, La. the sELL&-GRat CIXOUS was sold at Sheriffs 
sale and brought $5,02 

1903 July at Janesville, Wis. the LUZLLA-~FOREPAUGH~FISH WILD WEST SHOW 
was sold at Receivers sale and brou; ght gl2,510. The showwss bought 
by Walker of the Eric Printing Oo. a then leased to John Barton, 

1905 Jane 10 at Columbus, Ohio th POREPAUGH- SELLS BROS. SHOW was sold 
to James Bailey for $150,000 CASH 

1905 Jan. at ours Ohio the WALTER L. MAIN CIRCUS was sold to W.P, 
Hall of Lanc Mo, for $120,000 CASH. 

1906 Dec. at Baraboo, Wis, the control of NBECK SHOW was bought by 
RINGLING BRC 5> 

1910 Jan. at New York the COLE BORS. WORLD TOURED aoe was sold by 
James Downs to Fiss, Doerr, end Carr ‘oll ! 3 ecalerse 

1910 June 11 at Peru, Ind. the NORRIS A :OWE CIR 18 w was sold to 
Shannon and Brotherton for $42,033. 

1910 Aug. at Peru, Ind. the NORRIS and ROWE CIRCUS was sold at public 
auctions 

1911 Nov. 24 at Indianapolis the DANNY ROBINSON CIRCUS was auctioned 
off. 

1913 June 11 the HAGENBECK-WALLACE SHOWS wer old to Carl Hagenbeck 
and Great Wallace Show Co. of amatanapolis. 

1913 Aug. 21 at Overland Park Denver Col. > Bl LO BILL-~PAWNEE BILL 
SHOW was auctioned off and brought ) 

1914 Aug. at Glens Falls N.Y. the SIG on © CIRCUS was sold to 
Louis Thilman 

1914. Dec. 10 at Terrace Park Ohio the KIT CARSON BUFFALO RANCH WILD 
WEST SHOW was sold at auction and eae ote to 

1916 Mar. the JOHN ROBINSON 10 BIG SHOWS ED were sold to Jerry 
Mugivan and Bert Bowers 

1916 Dec. 16 at New York the FRANK 0. BOSTOCK trained wild animal 
collection was sold to Frank Spellman for 150,000 

1918 Feb. 26 at Shreveport, La. the COLE BROS. CracuUs was sold at 
auction 

1918 Deo. 28 at French Lick Ind. — HAGENBECK-WaALLACE CIRCUS was sold 
at receivers sale to Jerry Mug un and Bert Bowers for $36,100 

1919 Mar. at Enid, Okla, the CAM LL GIRCUS was gold to Floyd King 
Show then opened under title of SANGERS SHOWS 

1920 Nov. the YANKEE ROBINSON CIRCUS was sold to Edward Ballard 

1920 Nov. the SELLS-FLOTO CIRNCUS was sold to Edward Ballard and Jerry 
Mugivan 

1920 Nov. the HARRY K MAIN SHOWS were sold to K. Fe Smith for 412,000 
The sale took place at Milan, Tenn, 

1920 Dec. 2 the FRANCIS FERARI SHOWS were sold to John Brunen for 
p20 y000 

1921 Oct. 27 the WALLACE gan Peru, Ind. were sold to Mugivan, 
Bowers and Ballard for $500,000. This included 600 acres of land 
show oar shops and winter. quarters 

1922 Jan. 12 at Chic 
Bowers and Ballé 

1923 Jan, the GENTRY BROS. FAMOI SHOWS were sold at receivers sale 
to James Patterson 

1924 June 18 at Little Rock, Ark. the GOLDEN BROS, TRAINED WILD ANIMAL 
CIRCUS was sold to in P- fc &,6 

1924 Sept. George Christy bought the ¢ en Br Show from John Pluto 


Na 
2 Ve 


1924 Sept WA MAIN CIRCUS owned by ANDREW DOWNIE was sold to 
MILLE: R 

1926 Jan. at West Baden, Ind. the GOLLMAR BROS. CIACUS was sold to 
Arthur Heritage anc Neese 

1926 Feb. 11 at Louisville Kent the GEN 3ROS. CIRCUS was sold to 
King Bros, 

1926 Feb. the Mar BROS. SHOWS was sold to John Pluto 

1928 Nov. at sae the SPAXKS OIRCUS was sold to H.B. GENTRY 

1929 Aba a t Ind. El ROS CIRCUS was sold to 

at receivers sale 

1930 aie 13° at Havre de Grace, } the DOWNIE BROS. CIRCUS was sold to 
Charles Sparks 

1930 Aug. the COLE BROS. CIRCUS was sold to H.S. RAHAM and Bert 
RUTHERFORD, 


a7 


igo the GOuLMAR BRCS, CInCUS was sold to Mugivan, 
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PULLING AN SLEPHANT'S TUSK " 
an unusual story us related by Mrs, F, Hodgson - C.H,3. 


The most novel thing I ever saw was the pulling of an elephant's tusk. 
It was in the city of Mexico in 1902. One of the big attractions of 
Orrin Bros. Oircus (o ,erated by Mrs, Hodgson's husband) was a big 
elephant that was known by every man and woman and child in the 
Republic, as it mad been with the show for over twenty years. He was 
so gentle that children had ridden on his back for ycars. 


One day the animal began to act strangely and a surgeon was sent for 
but he failed to disccver what was wrong. The Keeper reported that it 
refused to eat. The surgeon was sent for again and he found that one 
of the tusks was decaying at the root. Gocaine was injected and other 
medicines applicd to ease the pain but the big fellow seemed to suffer 
more each day so it was decided to pull the tusk, but how to do it 

was another story. However, the Surgeon with his assistants decided 
upon a plan, 


The Manager of the show invited me to be present to witness the operate 
jon, The elephant was led into the middle of the arena where heavy 
stakes had been driven. He was then chained to the stakes and with 
much difviculty pulled back on its haunches, fis big trunk was 
strapped up over his back and animal kee .ers were stationed all around 
with hooks if he became mean or unmanageable during the operation. 


The Doctor then began work and almost a bucket full of cocaine was ine 
jected intc the gum and side of its head then the doctor when satisfied 
that it was dopey, took an auger and bored a hole in the tusk near the 

_gum. This took a long time but every now and then more cocaine would 
be injected, 


After the hole was bored through + the tusk, a stecl rod was put 
through the hole and to this a strong rope was attached, The rope was 
then covered with tar and wound round the tusk. <After this the rope 

was run through a pulley that was attached to several stakes, and a 
team of four horses was in readiness and the rope fastened to the 
racess When everything was secure the horses pulled hard. It was 

a long hard pull but out came the tusk! The monster elephant fought 
and tried to get away but he was chained so well, that he was powerless. 

After the tusk was pulled the big fellow was released and taken back 

to his quarters, obviously more satisfied than any of the rest with 

the operation, The hole left was an inch in diameter and eight inches 

longs No wonder the pain had all but driven the animal mad for the 

tusk goes directly to the brain. After the hole healed it was filled 

with beeswax and a silver plat ut over to kesp out the air. We 

might add that the beast recovered its health and lived for several 

more years, The circus was in pocket and the doctor had accomplished 
the biggest dental job of h ife and was proud of it. 


SHERIFF HaS TEE CIRCUS 
(copies from The Bucksport (Meine) Olipper, Thursdsy, June 4th, 1896, 
sent in by a.P. Wescott, CHS. 


Here is an interesting account of a title which seems to have been 
skipped by inmost of us: 


"Waterville June lst, 1896; True & McVeigh have left their circus in 
the hands of the Deputy Sheriff Nutt of Fairfield and the people who 


were with them are getting out of town a 1st as they cane Probably 
if they had had good weather Sunday they would have netted a good sum 
from the Sacred concerts which were to have been held at Island Park 

but the storn spoiled thate Several of the laborers have walked away 
while some were able to get a small amount of money and went by rail, 
The good town of Fairfield has provided all with food and a place to 

stay, so none have been obliszed to bes, 
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